
Based On A True Story
This is a controversial exposé of a man’s struggle to survive against 
all odds and the unscrupulous politics behind a major entity.
Mike Simon was twelve years old when he suffered his first heart failure. 
Unbeknownst to anyone, he was born with Wolf, Parkinson, White’s Syndrome 
(WPW). This mysterious disease was not given a name until ten years later. 
WPW is described as an electrical malfunction of the heart. Though Mike’s 
plumbing of the heart was fine, his electrical system would periodically misfire 
to a tune of three-hundred-plus beats per minute. Prior to 1975, most people 
with WPW died after their first palpitation. Those who were lucky to survive 
long enough to make it to the emergency room would either be told that they 
should stop doing illegal drugs or should seek mental help. Mike was told by 
his physician in Panorama City that anyone who had experienced a palpitation 
of two-hundred fifty beats or more would be dead and was impossible. And 
though Mike continued to experience the effects of WPW, it wasn’t until he was 
taken by ambulance to Cedars Sinai hospital in Los Angeles fourteen years later 
he was properly diagnosed with WPW. Mike was working construction for the 
Department of Water and Power when, for the first time, he had ever heard of 
WPW. He was defibrillated in the ambulance after being pronounced clinically 
dead. The first year after that episode was mired by tests, procedures and a 
mountain of red tape. Eventually, Mike was laid off from work for not returning. 
Soon after, his medical insurance was cut off as well. For the next twenty years, 
plus, Mike would endure twenty-nine heart surgeries, five lung surgeries, five 
pacemakers and dozens of procedures. To date, the Department of Water and 
Power claim that Mike was never too sick to return to work. They therefore, 
refused to pay him his disability or medical benefits. Many attorneys and legal 
firms have been approached by Mike’s family to help represent him in his quest to 
regain his benefits, but to no avail. As Mike had said, “Dwp wanted me to hurry 
up and die.” This is a story of endurance and the will to survive while sharing the 
word of hope.
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